
Michelangelo from the 1987 cartoon 
‘Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles’ 
cries “Cowabunga” as he enters 
battle. 

The Human Torch in the Marvel 
comics ‘Fantastic Four’ sometimes 
uses “Flame On!” while his team-
mate, The Thing yells “It’s clob-
berin’ time!”.
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Frank Herbert’s science fiction 
novel ‘Dune’, written in 1965 was 
made into a film and inspired a 
series of Dune video games. In the 
Dune Universe, the Fremen often 
shout the name of their messiah 
‘Muad’dib’ or “Ya hya chouhada!” 
which translates to “Long live  
the fighters!”.

In ‘300’ the Spartans use “Haroo!” 
as their battle cry while King Leoni-
das cries out “This is Sparta!”.
The graphic novel ‘300’ by Frank 
Miller is a fictionalised retelling of 
the Battle of Thermopylae. The 
story was later adapted as an action 
film, directed by Zack Snyder  
in 2007.  



In Paul Verhoeven’s 1997 film  
‘Starship Troopers’ the sergeant 
shouts “Come on you apes! You 
wanna live forever?!”, this is a 
reference to the phrase “Come on 
you sons of bitches! You wanna 
live forever?!” used by Gunnery 
Sergeant Dan Daly at the Battle of 
Belleau Wood in World War I.
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One of many battle cries used in the 
online game ‘World of Warcraft’ is 
the nonsensical cry “Wooot!”.

In the Japanese anime ‘Tokyo Mew 
Mew’, when the girl Ichigo Momo-
miya transforms into a Mew Mew 
she shouts ”Mew Mew Style! Mew 
Mew Grace! Mew Mew Power in 
your face!”.



In ‘Redwall’, a series of fantasy 
novels by Brian Jacques published in 
1986 all species in the universe have 
their own war cry. The cry of the 
Guosim is “Logalogalogalogalog” 
while the Otterclans in High Rhulain 
shout “Eeeee ayyyyy eeeeee!”.
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In the ‘Warcraft’ game-series the 
Horde – usually orcs –  has the battle 
cry “For the Horde!” or “Lok’tar 
ogar!”. Many Horde fans are known 
to use this cry in the online games.

J.R.R. Tolkien’s Middle Earth in 
‘Lord of the Rings’ has many differ-
ent battle cries. A traditional battle 
cry of the Dwarfes and used by 
Gimli runs “Baruk Khazâd! Khazâd 
ai-mênu!”, dwarfish for “Axes of 
the Dwarfes! The Dwarfes are upon 
you!”. Aragorn shouts the much 
shorter “Elendil!” which was the 
first name of the High King of  
Gondor and Arnor.




